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was carried on by persons who leased the premises
from owners who lived on plantations along the
Delaware or its tributary streams. These opera-
tions began soon after 1700. Wood roads were
cut into the Pines, sawmills were started, and con-
stant use turned some of these wood roads into the
highways of modern times.

There was a speculative tinge in the operations
of this landed aristocracy. Like the old tobacco
raising aristocracy of Virginia and Maryland, they
were inclined to go from tract to tract, skinning
what they could from a piece of deforested land
and then seeking another virgin tract. The rough-
est methods were used; wooden plows, brush har-
rows, straw collars, grapevine harness, and poor
shelter for animals and crops; but were the Vir-
ginia methods any better? In these operations
there was apparently a good deal of sudden profit
and mushroom prosperity accompanied by a good
deal of debt and insolvency. In this, too, they
were like the Virginians and Carolinians. There
seem to have been also a good many slaves in West
Tersey, brought, as in the southern colonies, to
rork on the large estates, and this also, no doubt,
aelped to foster the aristocratic feeling.

The best days of the Jersey gentlemen farmers